REVISED: September 19, 2011
Dear SOS Parents,
A significant change has been made to simplify the point calculations for SOS this year (June 2011-May 2012) and going forward. 
All activities will earn 1 service point for each hour served and the maximum points awarded for any single type of activity will be 4 points in a year. If a student would like to serve beyond the initial 4 hours/4 points in an activity, the additional time served is appreciated and welcome but no additional SOS points would be awarded. This system was already in place for Vacation Bible School service but will now be used for all types of service (Altar Serving, Fair Volunteering, Teacher’s Helper, etc.).
We hope this eliminates the confusion students have expressed about point calculations and helps them choose a variety of activities throughout the year to complete the required point levels for SOS membership. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please let us know. Feel free to reply to this email. Thank you!
September 6, 2011
Dear Parents,

The St. Aloysius Spirit of Service (SOS) organization is a service club for 7th and 8th grade students at St. Aloysius School. Our purpose is to perform various services for the school, church and community. Our aim is to provide your child with the opportunity to work with others, develop an awareness of community needs and assist with the many activities at school, church and community. 

Included in this information are the requirements for participating in SOS, a consent form for participation in the SOS Club this year and a point form to submit for claiming points. 

Several parent volunteers will coordinate SOS Club this year along with the supervision of Assistant Principal Erin Candilora. 

As with any organization, minimum membership requirements must be achieved. Failure to do so will result in a loss of membership in SOS.

Students are required to accumulate a total of 12 points for a school year. Points may be earned for volunteer activities completed between June 1, 2011 and May 31, 2012 and should be submitted in a timely manner. Points earned over the summer should be submitted during the first 9-weeks period.
 

Typically, SOS volunteers earn one point for each hour worked in an approved service activity with strict pre-set maximums for each activity (which encourages students to be active in several activities over time).  

Students are required to submit their point sheets in an SOS box in their homeroom. Point sheets require the signature of an adult who can confirm the activity was performed – usually the leader of the activity. If that signature is unavailable, a parent may sign their student’s form to confirm the service.
A member receiving three minor referrals or one major referral during the school year will be placed on probation; any additional referrals will result in removal from the club.

End-of-the-year activities will be celebrated for those meeting their point requirements. 
7th Grade: To be eligible for the end-of-the-year party, 7th graders must earn and submit 9 points by March 14, 2012. 

To be eligible to continue SOS membership in their 8th grade year (culminating in a canoe trip), current 7th graders must earn and submit a total of 12 points by May 31, 2012. 

8th Grade: To be eligible for the spring canoe trip, 8th graders must have earned 12 points during their 7th grade year and must earn and submit 9 more points by March 14, 2012. 

A variety of service activities are available to the students, including some group activities which will be announced to the students periodically throughout the year. Students are also encouraged to pursue their own ideas for service activities. To determine the point value for any activity, simply email one of the SOS parent volunteers listed below.

The St. Aloysius SOS organization exists to help fulfill the role our school and its students must play in order to make our faith community a living, conscious, and active one. By working at a variety of projects that offer assistance to our school, church and community, students are also a part of a formation process where they begin to learn how their different gifts are not only for themselves, but also for others. Students learn that each must serve for the good of all.

If your student would like to participate in SOS this year, please complete and submit the Consent Form to his/her homeroom teacher by Monday, September 12, 2011. Our first meeting of SOS members will be held on Tuesday, September 13th in the Media Center, at 1:05 for 8th graders and 1:20 for 7th graders. If you have questions, please let us know. Thank you! We look forward to working with your children this year.

Kelly Lewis (klewis@businessreport.com)

Lisa Robbins (lrobbins@lubawc.com )
Desha Martin (blanchemartin@mac.com)

Erin Candilora (ecandilora@aloysius.org; 383-3871 ext. 132)

Consent Form for Participation in SOS Club

(Please submit to homeroom teacher by 9/12/11)

Student Name: ____________________________________________________
Student Grade (2011-2012): ________
Parent’s Email address: __________________________________________

I subscribe to the purpose and objectives of the “Spirit of Service” and pledge my active support to its program of service and citizenship to the best of my ability,

_________________________________________    
___________

student’s name





date

Parents, please be aware that you are responsible for your child’s transportation to and from activities.

My child has permission to participate in SOS Club this year, 

____________________________________________
___________

parent’s name





date
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